
What is the IELTS 
Exam?
The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is a globally 

recognised English proficiency test. It assesses your ability to communicate 

in English across four key skills: listening, reading, writing, and speaking. It is

accepted by universities, colleges, and employers in over  140  countries 

worldwide.

The IELTS exam is designed to evaluate your ability to use English in an 

academic or general setting. It is a challenging but rewarding experience 

that can open doors to exciting opportunities for study, work, and migration.

Thousands of students in India choose the IELTS exam each year to fulfil 

their aspirations of pursuing higher education abroad.



Why Take the IELTS Exam?

Unlocking International 
Opportunities

The IELTS exam is a crucial step for 
students aiming to study abroad. It serves 
as a vital language proficiency assessment 
that demonstrates your ability to 
understand and communicate effectively in 
an English-speaking environment.

Improving Academic Prospects

A strong IELTS score enhances your 
chances of securing admission to top 
universities and colleges worldwide. It 
demonstrates your language competency to 
academic institutions, increasing your 
credibility and competitiveness.

Opening Doors to Global Careers

IELTS scores are widely accepted by 
multinational companies and 
organisations, opening doors to exciting 
career opportunities around the globe. A 
high score showcases your language 
proficiency and global readiness to 
potential employers.



Types of IELTS Exams

Academic IELTS

This test is for students 

wishing to study at a 

university or college in an 

English-speaking country. It 

assesses your ability to 

understand and use academic 

English.

General Training IELTS

This test is for those who want 

to migrate to an English-

speaking country or work in an 

English-speaking environment. 

It focuses on everyday English 

communication skills.



General Training vs Academic IELTS
The IELTS exam caters to two distinct categories of test-takers: those seeking higher education abroad and those planning to 

migrate to English-speaking countries. Based on your aspirations, you must choose the appropriate IELTS test.

1
Academic IELTS

For university admissions

2
General Training IELTS

For work or migration

Academic IELTS assesses your ability to comprehend and analyse academic texts, while General Training IELTS evaluates your 

understanding of everyday English and your ability to communicate in a workplace environment. The content and structure of the 

four modules, Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking, differ between the two test types.



IELTS Listening Module
The IELTS Listening module assesses your ability to understand spoken 

English in various everyday contexts. It consists of four sections, each with 

a different recording. The recordings become progressively more 

challenging, featuring a range of accents and topics.

The first section involves a conversation in a familiar setting, such as a 

shop or a home. The second section features a monologue, such as an 

announcement or a lecture. The third section presents a conversation 

between two or more speakers, typically on a more academic topic. The 

final section is a longer monologue, often with academic themes. During 

the test, you will hear each section only once, so it is vital to pay close 

attention and note down key information.



IELTS Reading Module

The IELTS Reading module assesses your ability to understand 

and interpret academic texts. This section comprises three 

reading passages from various sources, including academic 

journals, books, and newspapers. Each passage is accompanied 

by 13-14 multiple-choice, short-answer, and matching 

questions that test your reading comprehension, vocabulary, 

and ability to identify key information and ideas.

The reading passages are generally around 600-800 words 

long, making it crucial to manage your time efficiently. The 

allotted time for the IELTS Reading module is 60 minutes, 

allowing approximately 20 minutes per passage. You can skim 

the passages to identify the main idea and then scan for 

specific information related to the questions.



IELTS Writing module
The IELTS Writing module assesses your ability to communicate effectively 

in written English. This section comprises two tasks: Task 1 requires you to 

describe a visual representation like a chart or graph, while Task 2 

requires you to write an essay presenting your arguments on a specific 

topic. These tasks test your grammatical proficiency, vocabulary, and ability 

to structure your writing coherently.

Task 1 assesses your ability to interpret information from visual sources 

and summarise it concisely. You will be expected to describe and analyse 

the data presented, identifying key trends and patterns. Task 2 demands 

that you construct a well-structured essay, presenting your argument and 

supporting it with relevant examples and evidence. Both tasks are timed, 

and you are expected to demonstrate your ability to write clear and 

concise prose within the allotted time.



IELTS Speaking Module

Conversation with an 
Examiner

The Speaking test assesses your 
ability to communicate in 
English. You will engage in a 
one-on-one conversation with a 
trained examiner. They will ask 
you questions related to your 
personal experiences, interests, 
and opinions.

Fluency and Coherence

The test evaluates your fluency 
and coherence in speaking. 
Examiners assess your ability to 
speak naturally, without 
excessive pauses or hesitation. 
They also look for the logical 
structure of your ideas and your 
ability to connect them 
smoothly.

Lexical Resource and 
Grammatical Range

You will be assessed on your 
vocabulary and grammar. The 
examiner will look for your 
ability to use a range of 
vocabulary and grammar 
structures accurately and 
appropriately. They will also 
evaluate your use of idiomatic 
expressions and collocations.

Pronunciation

Your pronunciation will be 
evaluated. Examiners assess your 
ability to speak clearly and 
intelligibly. They will also 
consider your use of intonation, 
stress, and rhythm.



IELTS Scoring System
The IELTS exam is scored on a band scale from 1 to 9. Each band 

represents a level of English language proficiency. Band 9 is the highest 

score, indicating native-like proficiency. Band 1 is the lowest score, 

indicating minimal English language proficiency.

Each module of the IELTS exam (Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking) 

is scored separately. Your overall band score is calculated as the average 

of your scores in each module. Universities and other institutions will 

specify their minimum IELTS requirements. This will be different for each 

institution.



Understanding Band Scores

Band Score Ranges

The IELTS exam is scored on a scale of 1 

to 9, with 9 being the highest. Each 

section (Listening, Reading, Writing, and 

Speaking) is scored individually, and 

then an average is calculated to give 

your overall score. This is often 

represented as a single band score, but 

you'll also receive individual scores for 

each section.

University Requirements

Different universities have varying IELTS 

band score requirements for admission 

to their programs. The required score 

can depend on the level of study and 

the specific course. It's important to 

check the university's website for their 

specific requirements.

Validity Period

Your IELTS test results are valid for two 

years from the test date. This means you 

have two years to apply to universities 

and begin your studies. However, it's 

best to check the specific requirements 

of each university, as some may have 

shorter validity periods for specific 

programs.



IELTS Exam Fees in India
The IELTS exam fee in India varies depending on the type of exam. The 

fee for the IELTS Computer-based & Pen and Paper is INR 17,000, IELTS 

UKVI is INR 17,250 . You can find the latest fees on the official IELTS 

website.

The exam fee includes the cost of the exam itself, as well as the cost of 

administering the exam. The fee is usually paid online or at the test 

centre. It's important to note that the fee is non-refundable, even if you 

cancel your exam.

https://www.ieltsidpindia.com/information/ielts-test-fee


IELTS Test Centres in India

Location and Availability

The IDP operates IELTS test centres 

across India. You can find a centre near 

you using the British Council's website. 

The availability of test dates and times 

varies depending on the location and 

demand. It's advisable to book your 

test well in advance, especially if 

you're aiming for a specific date.

Choosing a Test Centre

Factors to consider include proximity 

to your residence, available test dates 

and times, and reviews from previous 

test takers. The British Council also 

offers online resources to help you 

choose a suitable test centre. You can 

access information on the website and 

contact the test centre directly for any 

queries.



Preparing for the IELTS Exam

Self-Study

There are many resources available online and in bookstores to help you 

prepare for the IELTS exam. These resources can provide practice tests, 
tips, and strategies for each section of the exam.

IELTS Courses

Enrolling in an IELTS preparation course can provide structured guidance 

and expert instruction. These courses often offer mock exams, feedback 
on your performance, and personalized learning plans.

Practice Regularly

Consistent practice is crucial for success in the IELTS exam. Regularly 

engage with practice tests and sample questions to familiarize yourself 
with the format and types of questions you can expect.



Developing language skills for IELTS

1 1. Focus on the Four Skills

The IELTS assesses reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking. Ensure you dedicate sufficient time to each 
skill. This includes active listening, reading 
comprehension, composing well-structured essays, and 
engaging in confident conversations. By focusing on all 
areas, you'll achieve well-rounded development.

2 2. Engage in Active Listening

Practice actively listening to various audio materials, such 
as news reports, documentaries, and podcasts. Try to 
comprehend the main ideas and details. You can also try 
taking notes while listening to improve your 
comprehension.

3 3. Expand Vocabulary and Grammar

A rich vocabulary and strong grammar skills are essential 
for IELTS success. Engage in regular reading, utilise 
dictionaries and thesauruses, and consider enrolling in 
grammar classes to improve your usage.

4 4. Practice Speaking Fluently

Speaking fluently and confidently is crucial for the IELTS 
speaking module. Practice speaking English with a native 
speaker or participate in online language exchange 
platforms. This will help you improve your pronunciation, 
fluency, and overall confidence.



IELTS Reading Strategies

Active Reading

Engage with the text actively. Underline key points, make 

notes in the margin, and summarise each paragraph in your 

own words. This will help you retain information and 

understand the main ideas.

Skimming and Scanning

Skim the text quickly to get a general understanding of the 

topic. Scan for specific information by looking for keywords 

and phrases. This will help you locate the answers to the 

questions more efficiently.



IELTS Writing Task 1 Tips

1 1. Understand the Task

Carefully read the instructions and identify the type of 

task you're facing. The task could be a chart, table, 

graph, or diagram. You need to accurately summarise 

the information presented and highlight the key trends 

or comparisons.

2 2. Plan Your Response

Before you start writing, take a few minutes to plan 

your response. Identify the main features of the data 

and decide how you'll organise your writing. A clear 

structure will make your response easy to follow.

3 3. Use Clear and Concise Language

Use clear and simple language to describe the 

information. Avoid using complex sentence structures 

or unfamiliar vocabulary. Use a range of vocabulary to 

demonstrate your language skills, but avoid using 

words you're not confident in.

4 4. Focus on the Key Points

Don't try to describe every single piece of information. 

Highlight the most important trends and comparisons. 

Avoid simply listing data points and focus on providing 

a concise overview of the information.



IELTS Writing Task 2 Tips

Time Management

The IELTS Writing Task 2 requires careful time management. Allow approximately 40 minutes for this task, ensuring 

you have sufficient time for both planning and writing your response.

Structure and Organisation

Structure your essay logically, with a clear introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion. Use linking words and 

phrases to connect your ideas and ensure smooth flow.

Grammar and Vocabulary

Pay attention to grammar and punctuation. Use a variety of vocabulary, but ensure that your language is accurate and 

appropriate for the academic context.



IELTS Speaking Tips

Be Confident and Calm

The examiner wants to hear your English speaking skills, 

not your nervousness. Relax, breathe deeply, and speak 

clearly. Be confident in your abilities and focus on 

delivering your best performance.

Engage with the Examiner

Maintain eye contact, smile, and use body language to 

show you are engaged in the conversation. Don't be afraid 

to ask for clarification if you don't understand a question, 

but try to answer every question thoughtfully.

Develop Your Vocabulary

Use a wide range of vocabulary and grammar structures 

to demonstrate your fluency. Practice using different 

synonyms and phrasal verbs to express your ideas in a 

more sophisticated way.

Practice Speaking Regularly

Practice speaking English with a partner or by yourself. 

Record yourself speaking and listen back to identify areas 

where you can improve. The more you practice, the more 

confident and fluent you will become.



IELTS Listening Tips

1 1. Familiarize Yourself with the Format

Before the exam, practice with previous IELTS listening 

test papers. Become acquainted with the various 

question types, including multiple choice, matching, 

and gap-filling.

2 2. Active Listening Skills

Develop active listening techniques. Focus on key 

words, phrases, and the overall context of the audio 

recordings. Try to predict the answers and make notes 

while listening.

3 3. Pay Attention to Instructions

Carefully read the instructions for each section. 

Understand the question types, the number of answers 

required, and the format of the answer sheet. This can 

help you avoid unnecessary errors.

4 4. Time Management

Keep track of time during the test. Each section has a 

specific time limit. Don't spend too much time on 

difficult questions. You can always come back to them 

later.



Common IELTS Mistakes to Avoid

Rushing Through the Exam

It's easy to feel pressured during the IELTS, but rushing 

through the exam is a common mistake. Take your time to 

read the instructions carefully and allocate sufficient time 

for each section.

Ignoring Time Management

Each section has a strict time limit. Practising time 

management techniques and sticking to the allocated 

time for each section is crucial. This will help you avoid 

rushing and ensure you complete all sections.

Skipping Difficult Questions

Don't get stuck on a difficult question. If you're struggling, 

move on to the next question and return to the difficult 

one later. This will prevent you from running out of time 

for other sections.

Not Practising Enough

Familiarizing yourself with the exam format and practice 

materials is essential. Practise regularly with past papers 

and mock tests to gain confidence and improve your 

performance.



IELTS Exam Day Checklist

Essentials

1. Valid ID (Passport)

2. Confirmation email

3. Pencils and eraser

4. Water bottle

5. Watch

Preparation

Arrive early to the test 

centre. Allow time for 

check-in and any 

unexpected delays. Find 

your test room and get 

comfortable. Take a few 

deep breaths to relax and 

focus. Leave any prohibited 

items at the reception area.

Don't Forget!

• Eat a light breakfast

• Get enough sleep 

the night before

• Avoid cramming the 

day before the exam

• Relax and stay calm

Dos and Don'ts

• Listen carefully to 

instructions

• Read questions 

carefully

• Manage time 

effectively

• Don't panic

• Don't cheat



Staying Calm and Focused During IELTS

Mindfulness

Take a few minutes each day to practice 

mindfulness techniques. This can help to 

calm your nerves and reduce stress. Focus on 

your breathing and try to clear your mind of 

any distracting thoughts.

Deep Breathing

Before each test section, take a few deep 

breaths to relax your mind and body. This 

can help to improve your focus and reduce 

anxiety. Inhale slowly through your nose and 

exhale slowly through your mouth.

Time Management

Learn to pace yourself during the test. 

Manage your time effectively by allocating 

adequate time for each section and question. 

Avoid rushing and ensure you complete each 

section within the allotted time.



Interpreting IELTS Results
Once you have taken the IELTS exam, you will receive your results within 13 days. Your score will be presented as a Band Score, ranging from 1 to 9, with 9 being the 

highest.

You will receive a score for each module: Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking. Your overall band score will be calculated as the average of your four module scores, 

rounded to the nearest half band.

1
Understand your score

Review the detailed score report for each module.

2
Assess your strengths

Identify areas where you performed well.

3
Identify areas for improvement

Focus on modules with lower scores.

4
Consider retaking the exam

If your score is not sufficient for your goals.



Applying for Universities with IELTS

1 University Requirements

Universities abroad specify a minimum IELTS score for admission. Check the 
requirements of your desired universities. Understand the individual course 
requirements, as scores may vary.

2 Submitting Your Score

After taking the IELTS test, you'll receive your score report. Submit your IELTS 
score report directly to your chosen universities. Universities often have online 
portals for submitting documents.

3 Application Process

Completing the application process involves submitting your academic 
transcripts, letter of recommendation, statement of purpose, and other relevant 
documents. Check university websites for specific application procedures.



Retaking the IELTS Exam

Preparing for a Retake

If you didn't achieve the required score on 
your first attempt, don't despair. Retaking 
the IELTS allows you to improve your 
performance and reach your desired band 
score. You can retake any or all of the four 
modules, focusing on the areas that need 
improvement.

Reviewing Past Mistakes

Analyse your previous test results to 
understand your weaknesses. Identify the 
areas where you scored lower and focus 
your preparation efforts on those 
modules. Seek feedback from your teacher 
or tutor to gain insights into areas 
requiring improvement.

Boosting Confidence

Retaking the IELTS requires dedication 
and a positive mindset. Believe in your 
abilities and stay focused on achieving 
your goal. With consistent practice and 
effort, you can improve your score and 
achieve your desired outcome.



Latest Updates on IELTS

Exam Format Changes

The IELTS exam format is 

constantly evolving. You should 

check the official IELTS website for 

any recent changes or updates. 

These changes could affect the 

exam structure, scoring, or test 

taking procedures.

New Test Centres

New IELTS test centres are 

opening up in India, making it 

more convenient for test takers. 

You can find a complete list of test 

centres on the official IELTS 

website. Make sure you book your 

test well in advance, especially if 

you need to test at a specific 

centre.

Exam Fee Adjustments

The IELTS exam fees may change 

from time to time. You can check 

the official website for the latest 

fees. It is recommended to book 

your test and pay the fees in 

advance to avoid any last-minute 

issues.


